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April 23, 1959 - 
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TMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDSUT ve 


Subject: Evaluation of the Unofficial Visit 
. to Washington by Prime Minister. 
Fidel Cestro of Cuba 


‘Prime Minister Fidel Castro came to Washington on 


the evening of April 15 at the invitation of the 


American Saciety of Newspaper Editors. He departed 
on April 20 for Princeton University, New York and 
Harvard University, én route to Oansda, from thence _ 
he is schoduled to return to Cuba on April 26. During 


his stey in the capital bisa-thres principal appearances το, 


were before: the ASNE, the National Press Sind, and on 
the television program, "Meet the Press" 


Recognition of Castro's official position was shown 
by the presence of the Chief of Protocol anu the Assiste 


eccasions. Also, I Was host at a lunéheon in his honor 
and he was received by the Vice President for a two and 


τς one-half hour private visit. 


A tentative evaluation of the rogults of the visit 


198 enolosed with thin memorandum» 


Christian A, Herter 


Tentative Evaluation of 
Castro Visit. 


DECLASSIFIED. . 


Electrostatic “reproduction made 
for preservation purposes by. the 
Eisenhower Library for replacement 
of a deteriorating manyscript item. 


. ans. ‘Secretary for Inter-American Affairs on‘varions - τ᾿ 
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a Subject: UnoffLoial Visit of Primo Mirdeter Lys 
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' in the Departecat's cpinion the Gastro who czma to 
Vachington was a muh on his Yost behavior wI0 cersfully 
followed ths advice cf hig eccomcenvinge Ministers cond Bscented 

᾿ the direction of eon fmortcan Pubitc relations expert. ‘Tho 
reals achtoved by Castro in temey ef Ε favorable recertion 
by the publie and the information modia nay thererere ke 

ο censidored as contrived. At the seng thas, wo shauld not 
Wmdergstinate the effect on Castro of tha friondlinasa end 

“ . . GRemtasg of the Amorican Ppecple and cffielale end thotr willie 
‘Aingness to hear his ples for understanding of the Guban 
revolution, . When he departed fron Washinston for Princeton 
en April 20 ho was corte nly ‘warmer in manner toward the Penart- 
mont officials who bade him farewell than he uss in hfs greeting 
' . to them upon his errival. 


Gastro of Cuban to Washington = 4. δι... : 
we ον μον . Tentative Evalination opr) V4, 19 ¢ “ 


A preliminary onalysia of the result of his Washington 
visit indicates that: ES 
{a) By his apparent Cronimess and sincerity hs suceses 


& . 
in ellaying much of- the critieism whioh hed ‘arisen against hin 
in the ganornl press end public, . 


aM ὧν Σὸν te als 2s ῥλκλλόμος BAe ον, esis obi a Υ 


ΝΕ (b) ‘With régard to bis position on communisn end the A 
ες cold war etruggle Castro cautiously indicated thet Cube would 
romain in the wostern camp. However hls position here must 
Still be regurdod es mecrtain, He did G0 surficionstly far 
dn bis declarations to be vulnerable to the criticiom of the - 
radicala among his supporters, end his future course may be 
indicated’ by the manner in which he hendles then upon his 
_. pebturn to Cuba. " ; . ᾿ 


τρος (5) Shore is ἃ probability that the land reform prograx 
“ which Gastro considers to be the essential key to the future 
ΤΑ woll-being-of-theo Cuban pecple may adversely affect certain ., ΙΝ 
| dmerican-owned properties 18 Cuba. Wo may alao have increased . 
adiffioulties with rogard to. the United States Covermncnt-omad —. 
τὸς Blearo Nickel Plant. Gastro made it cloeax, hovever, that he 
' bas no desire to orsato any iasue with regard to cur Guantanamo 
‘Naval Base. τς . . . 


εν" (4) ‘From his speeches end atatements 16 1a evident that 
» "Castro ia much more concerned with énds thin means end that 
".* Be does not have the seme idoa of law and legality as we havo 
" < 4m the United States. He appears to contuge the roar of moss 
ἢ δὲ eudtehoes with the rule of the majority..iq his eoncspt of 
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Ca balance, despite Castrota avonrant g mpllelty, s4ncere 
ity end ongernssa to Poassure the United States public, thare 
fs little provabllity thet Castro haa oitered the Gsnontially 


radical courszo of hia revolution,. 
ho has gained a valusble knevwledg 
whioh may make hin a 
roturn to Cuba, It 
this man. “With all his 
8nd Ipnoranas on many mattora, he is el 
ΛΑΌΣ and a born Jeader οἱ 
tion. While tro certainly 
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more ditfLeult men 
would ba a Serious mistele to under 
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Fr0at porsanal ἃ 
&it his docis 
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ΤΟΣ his experlenso hoarg 
ΟΣ dmort 


Cen pubdlio reaction 
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